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By Lucas Lord 
Voters in Cass County approved a one-

quarter cent sales tax in April 2017 for 
improvements at the Cass County Jail. 
The final phase of the project got under-
way last week when the Cass County 
Commission approved a $32,500 bid by 
Treanorhl Construction Services to over-
see the renovations and expansion. 

Much of the construction has already 
been completed leaving just inside of the 
jail pods to be completed. Having been 
contracted for jail reconstruction efforts 
in the past, Presiding Commissioner Bob 
Huston said he is confident in their ability 
to get efforts underway within the next 
calendar year.  

“These were the same folk that oversaw 
previous work at the jail, so I feel pretty 
confident in our choice to go with them 
again. They have some good people,” 
Huston said.  

The plan is to build two additional pods 
to hold an increasing number of prisoners. 

The jail faces overcrowding because of 
not only local inmates, but federal prison-
ers who are housed at the facility. 

The pods should an additional 48 beds 
to the male minimum-security area. 
Though the pods were largely completed 
in 2016 during the second phase, until 
now they have remained empty and unfin-
ished due to budget constraints. 

“So far we have been really working on 
hammering out the bidding process. With 
jail construction projects, you always 
have to do it in a bid system so that can 
take some time,” Huston said. “We began 
this process several years ago, so it’s 
about time we expanded in this direc-
tion.” 

The project first came before the com-
mission in January 2017 and was placed 
on the April ballot. 

“It can take a while to get projects like 
these funded and approved,” Huston said. 

By Dennis Minich 
The Cass County Public Library system 

is under the direction of a new leader this 
week as Assistant Director Dan Brower 
has been appointed the interim director of 
the organization. He replaces Christie 
Kessler who retired Friday. 

Bower, who has been with the local li-
brary for five years said he was ap-
proached by the library board last week. 

“They asked me to serve asked serve in 
the interim to give us some continuity into 
the new year. Then they will have time to 
go through the whole process,” Brower 
said. 

Before joining Cass County libraries in 
2017, Brower spent five years with the 
Mid-Continent Public Library system in 

Kansas City and three 
years at the Scenic Re-
gional libraries outside of 
St. Louis. He is originally 
from Silex and got his 
bachelor’s degree from 
Missouri State University. 
He received a Master’s 
Degree in Library Sci-
ence from Emporia State 
University. 

He said he plans to apply for the perma-
nent position. 

“I really like the library; I really like the 
county. I grew up in a small town so I real-
ly enjoy the environment here,” he said. 

Although the library has been a flash-
point of controversy recently, Brower said 

he plans no major changes. 
“I am going to keep things as they have 

been. I am not anticipating making any 
major changes because I am just the inter-
im director,” he said. 

Kessler had been with the library system 
since 2002 and director since 2005. She 
was in charge of the libraries when a re-
cent controversy broke out over the book, 
“It’s Perfectly Normal.” The book is said 
to be a sex-education book for children 
approaching puberty. However, it contains 
explicit drawings and talks about topics 
which some members of the public said 
were too graphic for young readers. 

Associate County Commissioner Ryan 
Johnson, along with several county resi-
dents, had spoken with the staff and board 

members about moving the book from the 
juvenile area to young adult section, how-
ever, Kessler wrote a letter to the county 
commission in August saying the book 
would stay where it was. 

After two more meetings, the library 
board voted 3-2 last month to support the 
staff on their decision, however a closed 
session was called to discuss personnel.  

Board president Becky Klein could not 
be reached for comment. One board mem-
ber, Barbara Boucher, confirmed Kessler’s 
job performance had been discussed dur-
ing the meeting. 

She said she was looking forward to 
working with Brower. 

“He has done many good things for the 
library,” she said. 

Dan Brower 

Interim director appointed to library 

By Christopher Tenpenny 
At George Frees’ fifth birthday 

party, he received a peculiar gift 
from his parents, but a gift he had 
so desperately asked for - an ele-
phant ear plant. Frees developed a 
love for plants at a young age and 
he would spend years measuring 
and charting the growth of his 
elephant ear plant.  

This was simply the first step of 
Frees’ career that led him to win-
ning first place in the Agriscience 
Plant Systems Proficiency Award 
at the Future Farmers of America 
(FFA) National Convention Oct. 
28 in Indianapolis, Indiana. The 
Harrisonville native is the first 
member from the Cass Career 
Center to win a first-place award 
at the national convention. 

Frees, now a freshman at the 
University of Missouri, studied the 
application of gibberellic acid to 
sugarcane to speed its growth and 
investigate the effects gibberellic 
acid application has on ethanol 
production. Gibberellic acid is a 
hormone found in plants and fun-
gi.   

“It feels amazing to win this 
award,” Frees said. “I put a lot of 
work into this project. The award 
itself is not what is important to 
me and there are so many people 
who helped me along the way and 
I know it means a lot to them.” 

 The decision to use sugarcane 
for the project came before Frees 
had any interest in FFA. As a 13-
year-old, Frees went to marine 
biology camp which traveled to 
Jamaica. Frees talked to sugarcane 
farmers and became interested in 
its use as ethanol. 

“I’ve always been interested in 

By Christopher Tenpenny 
All good things have to come to an end and thus was the case 

of Harrisonville running back Jace Reynolds who played his last 
game for the Wildcats Friday night in a 41-14 loss to Lincoln 
College Prep. But what a legacy he leaves behind. 

In the four years in the blue and white, Reynolds accumulated 
a lengthy list of accolades. He’s No. 1 in the following school 
records: 

•Rushing attempts, season: 319 (2020) 

•Rushing attempts, career: 865 

•Rushing yards, single game: 416 yards Sept 11, 2020, at 
Pleasant Hill 

•Rushing yards, season: 2,445 (2020) 

National acclaim began 
with a child’s present 

Reynolds reigns 
in record book 

science,” Frees said. “My moth-
er (Laura) is a teacher and my 
father (Karl) is a horse surgeon. 
As far back as I can remember, 
I’ve been interested in how 

things work and how to im-
prove them.” 

Once in high school, Frees 
had little interest in FFA, but 
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Former CCC student George Frees is shown studying his sug-
ar cane last year. His work with the plant earned a national 
championship at the National FFA Convention. See related 
story on page 1C. 
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The final phase of construction at the Cass County Jail will be completing inmate 
pods which will increase the jail’s capacity.  

Commission approves final 
appropriation for jail 
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Jace Reynolds was a mainstay in the Wildcats offense for 
four seasons, breaking every record along the way. 
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