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took an agriscience class at the Cass Ca-
reer Center. Being able to work with 
plants piqued Frees’ interest and he joined 
FFA. From there, he began growing sug-
arcane in the career center’s greenhouse 

using gibberellic acid. 
 FFA advisor Jason Dieckhoff said Frees 

was the first student in the career center’s 
72-year history to pursue an agriscience 
project. 

Dieckhoff said, “It’s more unique and 
more challenging. We now have close to a 

dozen students working on agriscience 
projects. It impresses me how he paved 
the road for other students.” 

Frees would spend hours measuring the 
growth of his sugarcane plants. When it 
came time for FFA conventions, Frees 
would have to put together a 45-page doc-
ument outlining his results as well as give 
a presentation on his research. His find-
ings helped earn him a full-ride scholar-
ship to the University of Missouri as well 
as $16,000 for research and travel. This 
came by way of the Stamp Scholarship, a 
scholarship given to less than 300 students 
per year. 

Frees’ research has drawn interest from 
sugarcane farmers in Brazil, the largest 
producer of sugarcane in the world. With 
nearly 50 percent of Brazil’s liquid fuel 
coming from ethanol, farmers utilizing 
Frees techniques could create an increase 
of biofuel.  

Research on gibberellic acid is still rela-
tively new as it first came to the attention 
of western scientists in the 1950s. Its pri-
mary use is on citrus fruits to help with 
defrosting in cooler temperatures. Frees is 
one of the first to look at how the acid can 
be used to increase growth for ethanol. To 
Frees’ knowledge, there is no one else 
researching this particular project.  

“It’s like the dream of every scientist to 
discover something new,” Frees said. “It 
could help reduce climate change and to 
be the first, or one of the first, to share 
with people is very exciting.” 

Frees has begun two projects at MU and 
spends nearly 20 hours a week in the labs 
on top of being a double-major studying 
biochemistry and plant science. Frees says 
he loves doing research and long hours do 
not bother him. He just wants to make the 
world a better place.  

•Rushing yards, career: 7,053 

•Rushing touchdowns, season: 31 
(2020) 

•Rushing touchdowns, game: 8, Oct. 
16, 2020, vs. Winnetonka 
“There are not enough words to de-

scribe how awesome Jace is,” Harrison-
ville head coach Kyle Schenker said. 
“He’s a great student, great work ethic, 
great leader. He’s great at everything.” 

Coming into Friday’s game, the only 
record still alluding Reynolds was total 
rushing touchdowns. Sean Ransburg 
(2004-2007) held the record at 63. Reyn-
olds collected his 62nd rushing touch-
down Sept. 24 against Excelsior Springs 
with at least four games left in the season. 
What looked like a sure thing, took a dra-
matic turn when Reynolds went down 
with a leg injury against Odessa Oct. 22. 
It looked as if he may not get another 
opportunity to tie Ransburg’s record. 

After not playing in Harrisonville’s 51-
15 win at Grandview Oct. 29, Reynolds 
was declared healthy enough to play 
against Lincoln College Prep, although 
his play count would be limited. It was 
late into the fourth quarter and Reynolds 
had still not found the endzone. On Harri-

sonville’s final offensive possession of 
the season, Reynolds put together a cou-
ple of long runs before crossing the goal 
line on a three-yard touchdown. Reynolds 
had tied Ransburg and held every school 
rushing record. 

“It’s been on my mind for six weeks,” 
Reynolds said. “I wanted to earn that last 
touchdown and it was definitely a good 
drive to do it on.” 

Schenker was hoping for one more op-
portunity.  

 “I’m really glad he could get that. I 
wish we could’ve gotten him one more, 
but it wasn’t in the cards tonight.” 

With or without the touchdown, Reyn-
olds’ resume speaks for itself, but his 
63rd touchdown helps cement his flag a 
little deeper as the most prolific running 
back in school history. How long the rec-
ords last, Reynolds believes they may be 
broken sooner rather than later. Freshman 
Nate Reynolds, Jace’s brother, collected 
more than 1,000 rushing yards and looks 
poised to make a run at his older broth-
er’s records. 

If he does not break every record, I’m 
going to be mad at him,” Jace Reynolds 
said. “There’s no doubt in my mind, the 
dude is a beast.” 
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Jace Reynolds celebrates with his younger brother, Nate Reynolds, following a 
touchdown against Warrensburg earlier this season.  
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George Frees spent nearly 20 hours a week in the CCC green house measuring 
the growth of his sugarcane plants. 

Frees is first national champion from career center 
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Reynolds sees younger 
brother breaking records 


