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Sports 

The Drexel Bobcats are the Western 
Missouri eight-man Football Conference 
(WEMO) Champions after a 63-26 win 
Friday night at Jasper. 

Drexel (7-1) played a balanced game 
like they have for most of the season with 
both good offense and defense, but actual-
ly found themselves down at the end of 
the first quarter. After quarterback Ethan 
Irvin scored the opening touchdown to 
give the Bobcats a 7
-0 lead, the Jasper 
Eagles drove down 
the field and scored 
a touchdown of their 
own. A two-point 
conversion gave 
them an 8-7 lead at 
the end of the quar-
ter.  

“We had a little bit 
of a slower start than we are use to,” 
Drexel head coach Philip Dean said. “We 
typically come out on the defensive side 
pretty hot. We haven’t played behind 
much the majority of the season and it 
was good to see our guys respond to that.” 

Dean’s team responded fast and often in 
the second half as they were able to rattle 
off 35 straight points. Sophomore Jacob 
Coffey was right in the middle of it as he 
had three second-quarter touchdowns and 
a 40-yard fumble recovery for a touch-
down. Coffey finished the game with 167 
yards, three rushing touchdowns and two 
defensive touchdowns. Drexel went into 
the half up 42-8. 

Drexel continued to make defensive 
stops and score touchdowns as they had a 
56-8 lead at the end of the third quarter. 

Jasper scored a couple of touchdowns 
late, but the game had already been decid-
ed. 

“I’m proud of the way our guys 
played,” Dean said. “We had to do some 
shuffling due to injuries and once we 
found our flow, we really turned it on.” 

The injury Dean is referring to is sopho-
more lineman Garrett Yager who broke 
his ankle during the game, removing a 

starter on both sides 
of the ball. Yager 
was one of the top 
defenders for the 
Bobcats with 11 
tackles for loss and 
five sacks on the 
season. Dean was 
looking for players 
to step up in his 
absence.  

Senior Brayden Law really stood out as 
he was all over the field against Jasper. 
The senior corner had 12 total tackles, a 
forced fumble, a recovered fumble and 
scored a 65-yard rushing touchdown. 

“Jasper didn’t complete a single pass 
against him all night,” Dean said. “He 
also recovered an onside kick from the 
kicker’s position. He had himself a really 
good night. I was happy to see him step 
up in a big-time game like that.” 

Another notable for the Bobcats includ-
ed Irvin who had 64 rushing yards two 
rushing touchdowns and a 30-yard pass-
ing touchdown to Mike Munter. 

Drexel will host Kansas City East 
Christian (2-5)  for the final game of the 
season before beginning post-season play. 
Kickoff is scheduled for 7 p.m. 
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It’s a win 
Sophomore Cort DeVenney celebrates with his teammates after scoring a goal during 
Harrisonville’s 5-0 win in the soccer match against Odessa Monday at Memorial Stadi-
um. Harrisonville soccer is 9-7-2 on the season.  

Bobcats take home  
conference championship 

“We had to do some shuffling 
due to injuries and once we 

found our flow, we really 
turned it on.” 

- Philip Dean 
Drexel football coach 

The second highest scoring team in 
Missouri eight-man football continued to 
put up points as they defeated Kansas 
City East Christian 72-26 Friday in Lea-
wood, Kansas. 

Archie running back Dylan Sutton 
could not be con-
tained as the senior 
rushed for 285 yards 
and seven touch-
downs on 22 carries. 
Sutton scored the 
first five touch-
downs of the game 
for the Whirlwinds. 
Head coach Drew 
Smith enjoyed 
watching Sutton on 
Friday. 

“He makes calling 
offense easy,” 
Smith said. “He just 
ran over, around, 
anyway he wanted to. He had a great day 
and was a big spark for us.” 

East Christian was able to keep the 
game close in the first half with some big 
plays. The Lions scored four first-half 
touchdowns including three that went for 
60 yards. Halfway through the second 
quarter the Whirlwinds were only up 30-
20. 

“We had a couple of busted plays and 
they were able to capitalize,” Smith said. 
“They had a receiver that was faster than 
most of our kids. Once we made some 
adjustments, we were able to limit their 
scoring opportunities. 

Archie would go on a 42-6 run and 
shutout the Lions in the second half. Oth-
er than Sutton, freshman quarterback Bri-
ar McIntire had 30 yards and eight carries 
for a touchdown and junior fullback 
Blake Hunter had 80 yards on 10 carries 

and a touchdown. 
  While McIntire 
has received a lot of 
praise from his 
coach and played 
well for the Whirl-
winds, senior quar-
terback Trevor 
Wolfe is expected to 
return for the final 
game of the regular 
season.  
Wolfe has missed 
the last three games 
due to COVID-19 
and disciplinary 
actions. In five 

games this season, Wolfe is averaging 
230 total yards a game and has scored 20 
touchdowns. 

“We are excited to have Trevor back,” 
Smith said. “Briar did an incredible job 
for us and I’m very proud of his perfor-
mance, but we are excited to be back to 
full strength. Not only will Trevor help us 
on offense, but he’s great on defense for 
us, too. It’s good that he’ll get to play in 
one game before the regular season 
ends.” 

Archie will host Concordia (1-3) tomor-
row night with a 7 p.m. kickoff.  

Whirlwinds post 72-26 defeat  
of Kansas City East Christian 

“He makes calling  
offense easy. He just ran 
over, around, anyway he 

wanted to. He had a great 
day and was a big spark 

for us.” 
- Drew Smith 

Archie football coach 

By Christopher Tenpenny 
The Drexel Bobcats Football team is off 

to another great season. They’re ranked 
No. 3 in the state, they have the No. 1 
defense and they are a week away from 
being the one-seed in their district. The 
record is 7-1. 

That lone loss seems to be the only 
blemish on the season up to this point. 
The loss didn’t happen at Archie or an-
other top program. It didn’t come because 
of COVID-19 or injuries. It came because 
a 56-20 win against Concordia back on 
Augu. 28 had to be forfeited due to play-
ing an ineligible player. 

In December 2019, Hunter Talley’s 
house burned down. The Adrian student 
had just finished his junior season on the 
Adrian football team but was now forced 
to move to Miami after the tragedy in 
Adrian. Talley still wanted to play foot-
ball his senior year and with Miami not 
having its own football team, he would 
play eight-man football in Drexel. The 
biggest obstacle for Talley was per Mis-
souri State High School Activities Asso-
ciation (MSHSAA) rules a player who 
has transferred schools is ineligible to 
play for 365 days. 

“I was nervous I wasn’t going to get to 
play my senior year,” Talley said. “It 
sucked. If it wasn’t for coach Dean, I 
would not have been able to play. One-
hundred percent 
would not have 
been able to play.” 

Drexel head 
coach Philip Dean 
is a Drexel alumni 
and after the 
school made the 
switch from 11-
man to eight-man 
football in 2019, 
he took the Bob-
cats to the state 
semifinals their 
first year. He cares about this team and 
program and once he heard Talley’s sto-
ry, he assumed once MSHSAA heard 
Talley’s situation, they would deem him 
eligible and he would be able to play his 
senior year. Week one of the season 
rolled around and Talley had yet to be 
declared eligible to play. 

“Here’s a kid who has been forced to 
move, who then has to travel 20 minutes 
to a second different school just to play 
football and is still ineligible,” Dean said. 
“MSHSAA was saying the process might 
be appealed in October, but this is a 
COVID season. I didn’t know if we 
would even get one game in, let alone 
make it to October.” 

Week one did come and Drexel handled 
Concordia with ease. By the fourth quar-
ter with a big lead and a running clock, 
every player had played. All except one. 

“I kept walking past Hunter and here 
was this young man, a senior, that had to 
watch all his teammates get an opportuni-
ty to play on the field,” Dean said. “I 
couldn’t deprive him of potentially miss-
ing his last season.” 

Talley played the final six snaps against 
Concordia. He didn’t record any stats and 
no competitive advantage had been 
gained, but the damage was done. Drexel 
had played an ineligible player. 

Drexel could have not said anything. It 
was doubtful that Concordia or the offi-
cials knew Talley’s situation. The game 
would go down as a win and the season 

would continue. But Dean wanted to 
teach his kids not to lie or hide when a 
rule has been broken. Drexel self-reported 
the incident to MSHSAA.  

Dean addressed the team on what had 
happened and was prepared to miss a 
game or two. 

“I didn’t want my team to be punished 
for a decision I made,” Dean said. “I did 
the crime and I was more than willing to 
do the time. We said all that to MSHSAA 
in our self report.” 

MSHSAA initially agreed with Dean’s 
proposal. In fact, MSHSAA told Drexel’s 
administration to not even suspend Dean 
a full game. One quarter in the booth dur-
ing Drexel’s week three game at Liberal 

was all Dean 
was suspended. 
MSHSAA also 
deemed Talley 
eligible for the 
rest of the sea-
son. It seemed 
as if everything 
had worked out. 
“I felt like a 
weight had been 
lifted off my 
shoulders,” 

Dean said. “I was ready to tell my team 
this it what happens when you do the 
right thing. We self reported and every-
thing is going to be OK.” 

On Sept. 29, Drexel received a letter 
from MSHSAA. 

The letter stated, “The MSHSAA Board 
of Directors, at it’s Sept. 23 meeting, de-
nied the request from Drexel High School 
for the lesser penalty due to coach know-
ing the student was restricted and played 
him anyway. Therefore, the school will 
have to forfeit the contest where the ineli-
gible player completed in accordance 
with the by-laws.” 

And just like that, Drexel’s perfect sea-
son was over. Although Drexel may have 
a loss at the end of their record, it is not 
treated as a blemish. It was a coach think-
ing with his heart and putting his players 
ahead of a rulebook.  

“As tough as it is for having to forfeit a 
game, I would do the same thing given 
another opportunity,” Dean said. “For 
anyone of those kids, I would’ve done the 
same thing. I try to run a respectful pro-
gram and while a forfeit may suggest 
otherwise, I believe I’ve done that.” 

For Talley, he now gets to participate 
on Friday nights during his senior season 
- something that seemed impossible only 
a few months ago. 

“It shows how much he truly cares 
about me and this football team,” Talley 
said. “I believe he would have done it for 
anyone. He’s a great coach, a great per-
son and I love having him as a coach.” 

Drexel deals with 
MSHSAA ruling 

“It shows how much he truly cares 
about me and this football team.” 
I believe he would have done it for 

anyone. He’s a great coach, a 
great person and I love having 

him as a coach.” 
- Hunter Talley 

Drexel football player 
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Hunter Talley and Drexel head coach 
Philip Dean. 


